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Rev. James Tobey Pike.  Collection of Randy Everts.  

oward Phillips Lovecraft considered his membership in 

the amateur press associations to be the paramount social 

outlet in his life.  This was reflected in the astounding 

output of correspondence1 he engaged in during the period 1915-1937, much 

of it linked in some way to the movement. Lovecraft recruited many a 

promising author to amateur journalism.  The most interesting or ambitious 

of these he would tend to put on his correspondence list, and he often visited 

them on his summer travels.  Some writers he attempted to recruit in and 

around Providence.  By 1915 for instance, he had found enough success with 

a local group of predominantly Irish-American youths2 to form them into an 

                                                            
1  Lovecraft felt that not all personal thoughts and incidental observations of the world 
needed public expression in the amateur journals, and he encouraged members to 
confine such expression to letter writing, leaving only their verse and essays for their 
journals.  How we might wish, today, that it had often been the other way around! 
2   For details see Kenneth W. Faig, The Providence Amateur Press Club, 1914-1916, (2008), 
issue 11 of Moshassuck monograph series. 

   H



evening class, and in the summer of 1915 he aided the group in the 

production of a one-off amateur paper called the Providence Amateur.   

   One of his “most prominent”3 local recruits came at about the same time, 

the Rev. James Tobey Pyke (1858-1935).  At the 1910 Census Pyke was 

living (on his “own income”) at 237 Butler, with the teenage Lovecraft and 

his mother at the next house enumerated in the Census, that house being 

598 Angell.  T. Pyke had been residing at 237 Butler since at least 1900.  

This close proximity means that it seems likely that the young Lovecraft had 

known Pyke since early 1904, when he was aged thirteen,4 long before he 

recruited him circa 1915.5   

 

Plat Book of the City of Providence, 1918, showing 237 Butler and 598 Angell located 

on the same plot at the corner of Butler and Angell. 

                                                            
3   Lovecraft wrote… “The most prominent recruit so far secured by this Committee is 
Rev. James T. Pyke…” 
4   Donald Clarke claims that Pyke was a family friend, and implies that Pyke advised 
Lovecraft on his poetry at that time.  Sadly these facts are not footnoted or referenced, 
and so I am unsure how Clarke knew them. Donald Clarke wrote… 

   “That July [1906], Lovecraft turned again to his archaic poetry, working on a 
magnum opus entitled “De Triumpho Naturae.”  Next door to the Lovecrafts’ 
new residence lived the Reverend James Pyke and his aged mother. They were 
both poets. And, though they had known Susie Lovecraft and her son when 
they lived down the street, they now began to see more of each other. 
Unfortunately, Reverend Pyke didn’t care much for Lovecraft’s antiquated 
poetic style. Lovecraft set his quill aside again and did not pick it up to write 
another poem for seven years.”  — from Donald Clarke, A Life of Fantasy and 
Horror: H.P. Lovecraft, an extract of which appeared in The Arkham Advertiser, 
Volume 1, Issue 3 (circa 1993). 

5   There is one postcard from Pyke to Lovecraft, dated March 1915, listed in the John 
Hay Library collection at Brown University.  My guess would be that it was kept as a 
remembrance of the “prize” — Pyke confirming that he would become a member. 



Lovecraft introduced Pyke to readers of his journal The Conservative in 

January 1916… 

   INTRODUCING MR JAMES PYKE 

   “Of the many gifted poets entering the United Amateur Press 

Association during the present period of improved literary standards, 

few can bear comparison with the one who now makes his first 

appearance in these pages, Mr. James T. Pyke of Riverside, East 

Providence, R. I.  Mr. Pyke is a gentleman blessed equally with the 

advantages of highest culture and of highest intellectual 

endowments. He is graduate both of Brown University and of 

Andover Theological Seminary, having been Class Poet at the latter 

institution. Upon his graduation from Andover, Mr. Pyke was 

ordained to the Congregational ministry, to which profession he lent 

all the remarkable genius with which favouring fortune has invested 

him; but the tremendous strain of pastoral activity on a delicate 

constitution at last proved excessive, and he has now retired to a 

quiet life of letters, cultivating the Muses in his cottage at Riverside, 

overlooking the sparkling reaches of Narragansett Bay.  

   The unusual modesty of Mr. Pyke has veiled a poetical genius 

which will now blaze out all the more resplendently because of its 

previous concealment.6 His first efforts were made in boyhood, and 

specimens written at the age of seventeen show all the inspiration 

and polish to be expected from a man of mature years. But these 

were no more than the faint promise of future excellence. His poems 

of manhood are infinitely moving and beautiful. Nature, viewed 

through the medium of his sonnets, takes on new and lovelier 

aspects, whilst his longer poems cover every phase or human lire and 

aspiration.  The Conservative’s lines in the “United Official 

Quarterly” for November, 1914,7 were an endeavor to convey some 

idea of their grace and loftiness.  Mr. Pyke’s particular models in 

                                                            
6   He appears to have had the ‘gentleman poet’ outlook, of those who wrote for their 
own pleasure and for the refinement of their own sensibilities, rather than publication. 
7   A reproduction of which fronts this essay. 



verse have ever been the New England poets, and to the classic 

coterie of the preceding century he may be justly deemed a legitimate 

successor. It is not often that an organisation of amateurs can boast 

the membership of a genius of Mr. Pyke’s type and The Conservative 

has scant need to say that he is vastly proud to have been the means 

of bringing Mr. Pyke into his beloved United Amateur Press 

Association.” 

   As a Brown graduate and local poet Pyke had obvious attributes that would 

have attracted Lovecraft.  But there were others: he had suffered from ill 

health, as Lovecraft did as a youth; his father was born in England; he 

graduated from Brown University with a firm Classical background in 

English, Latin and Greek.  And he was a clergyman, like Lovecraft’s 

ancestors in England.   Of  the Rev. Pyke Lovecraft further noted… 

   “The most prominent recruit so far secured by this Committee is 

Rev. James T. Pyke, of Riverside, R. I., a poet who probably stands 

unique amongst us in his excellence. His enrolment in the ranks is 

perhaps our most considerable achievement up to date.” — from 

“Report of First Vice-President”, November 1915. 

   “ James Tobey Pyke, a lyrical and philosophical poet of high 

scholastic attainments, contributes two poems; “Maia”, and “The 

Poet”. The latter is a stately sonnet, rich in material for reflection. 

Such is the quality of Mr. Pyke’s work, that his occasional 

contributions are ever to be acclaimed with the keenest interest and 

appreciation.” — Lovecraft in The United Amateur, April 1916.  

Reprinted in Writings in the United Amateur, 1915-1922. 

   James Tobey Pyke was born on 2nd December 1858 in Providence, the only 

son of British-born Samuel Pyke (1830-1904) and his wife Eleanor Fish 

Pyke (1834-1912).  Samuel Pyke became a well-known shoe and boot shop 

owner and sent his son to Brown University.  James Tobey Pyke entered 

Brown on a scholarship in 1876: The President’s Premium for Excellence in 

Classical Studies for Greek, with the… “second premium to James T. Pyke… 

in the University Grammar School”.  In 1879, James Pyke won the State 



Scholarship to Brown University and graduated in the B.A. degree class of 

1880.  Standing alongside him at the graduation was his future brother-in-

law, the Rev. Gibbs Braislin — who was to marry James’s sister Jennie 

Collins Pyke, the only other surviving child of Samuel and Eleanor. Another 

classmate from 1880 was Zechariah Chafee, Jr. (1859-1943) who would 

champion the poetry of James T. Pyke after the latter’s demise.  Three years 

later, James T. Pyke obtained his M.A. degree from Brown University. 

   Pyke enrolled at the Andover Theological Seminary on 1st October 1883 in 

Newton Centre, Massachusetts. On 17th  October 1884, he accepted his call 

as Pastor and was ordained a Minister of the Gospel and sent to Concord, 

NH.  There he was pastor of Congregational Churches in East Concord, 

NH from 1883 to 1885.  He was then sent to Lawrence, Massachusetts from 

1887 to 1889.  There his health broke down and this forced him to resign his 

position at the East Congregational Church. 

   He left the active ministry to try to take up teaching, and in 1889/1890 was 

an Assistant Instructor in the Preparatory Department for English and Latin 

at Pennsylvania State College. But in 1890 he returned to Providence and 

worked at his father’s shoe business8 until his retirement.  

   After his father died in 1904, Pyke retired and by 1915 was residing in 

Riverside, a section of East Providence, when Lovecraft solicited his poetry 

for The Conservative.  James Tobey Pyke was listed in the Census as a 

“roomer” in 19309 and he died in Providence nearly exactly two years before 

Lovecraft.  The notice of his death appeared in the Providence Journal on 18th 

March 1935:10  

   “Rev. James Tobey Pyke, former Congregational minister, died at 

the Rhode Island Hospital, Providence, March 16, 1935, after a 

short illness.”  

 

                                                            
8  At 81 South Main St., Providence. 
9  There is also an address from around this time. The General Catalogue of Andover 
Theological Seminary 1927 listed: James Tobey Pyke. Address 308 Benefit St., Providence, 
R.I. 
10  The Brown Alumni monthly printed the same notice. 



Some weeks before he died, Pyke wrote to his classmate Zechariah Chafee: 

 

 



After Pyke’s death, Zeachariah Chafee sent the following two letters to 

Gibbs Braislin concerning his friend’s poetry:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
11  The second and third letters imply that Pyke’s unpublished work may just have found 
its way into what by the 1970s was called the “Harris collection of American poetry and 
plays, Brown University Library, Providence, Rhode Island”, for which a thirteen 
volume catalog was made in 1972. 
 



 

 

 

 

My thanks to Randy Everts for allowing his essay to be published for the first 

time on my Tentaclii blog.  Published 16th July 2014, on the Tentaclii blog at 

www.tentaclii.wordpress.com 


