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+ TO THE REV JAMES PYKE

ON HIS UNPUBLISHED VERSE

Accept, exalted Pyke, the honest praise
Of one who sits enraptur’d by your lays.
Scorn not applause from him you taught to know
The lyric strain, the true poetic glow.

- Majestic bard! With what celestial skill
Your Muse can Nature in your verse instil!
Each sacred thought, each phase of joy or pain,
Flows forth in numbers from your fertile brain.
Vague, noble dreams, that slip the common grasp,
Your lofty lines in metric fetters clasp.
Singer sublime, your transcendental mind
Soars far above the realm of base mankind.
"Twas never meant you should so closely hide

4 The talents vast that in your soul reside,
To feel your power is every human’s due;
Hoard not the wealth the gods have lent to you.
With lib’ral pen revive the poets’ art;
Exalt the spirit and arouse the heart.

—H. P. LovECRAFT

(Critic)
Nore.—Rev. Mr. Pyke is an elderly retired Congregational minister
who possesses poetical talent of the very highest order, but who, from

native modesty, declines absolutely to have his works published. He
has written verse since early boyhood. and has in manuscript enough
Lyries, dramas, epic: = ﬂw red poems and the like to flll about ten good-
sized volumes. *
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Rev. James Tobey Pike. Collection of Randy Everts.

oward Phillips Lovecraft considered his membership in

the amateur press associations to be the paramount social

outlet in his life. This was reflected in the astounding
output of correspondence’ he engaged in during the period 1915-1937, much
of it linked in some way to the movement. Lovecraft recruited many a
promising author to amateur journalism. The most interesting or ambitious
of these he would tend to put on his correspondence list, and he often visited
them on his summer travels. Some writers he attempted to recruit in and
around Providence. By 1915 for instance, he had found enough success with

a local group of predominantly Irish-American youths? to form them into an

! Lovecraft felt that not all personal thoughts and incidental observations of the world
needed public expression in the amateur journals, and he encouraged members to
confine such expression to letter writing, leaving only their verse and essays for their
journals. How we might wish, today, that it had often been the other way around!

2 For details see Kenneth W. Faig, The Providence Amateur Press Club, 1914-1916, (2008),
issue 11 of Moshassuck monograph series.



evening class, and in the summer of 1915 he aided the group in the

production of a one-off amateur paper called the Providence Amateur.

One of his “most prominent™ local recruits came at about the same time,
the Rev. James Tobey Pyke (1858-1935). At the 1910 Census Pyke was
living (on his “own income”) at 237 Butler, with the teenage Lovecraft and
his mother at the next house enumerated in the Census, that house being
598 Angell. T. Pyke had been residing at 237 Butler since at least 1900.
This close proximity means that it seems likely that the young Lovecraft had
known Pyke since early 1904, when he was aged thirteen,* long before he

recruited him circa 1915.°

Plat Book of the City of Providence, 1918, showing 237 Butler and 598 Angell located
on the same plot at the corner of Butler and Angell.

3 Lovecraft wrote... “The most prominent recruit so far secured by this Committee is
Rev. James T. Pyke...”

* Donald Clarke claims that Pyke was a family friend, and implies that Pyke advised
Lovecraft on his poetry at that time. Sadly these facts are not footnoted or referenced,
and so I am unsure how Clarke knew them. Donald Clarke wrote...

“That July [1906], Lovecraft turned again to his archaic poetry, working on a
magnum opus entitled “De Triumpho Naturae.” Next door to the Lovecrafts’
new residence lived the Reverend James Pyke and his aged mother. They were
both poets. And, though they had known Susie Lovecraft and her son when
they lived down the street, they now began to see more of each other.
Unfortunately, Reverend Pyke didn’t care much for Lovecraft’s antiquated
poetic style. Lovecraft set his quill aside again and did not pick it up to write
another poem for seven years.” — from Donald Clarke, A Life of Fantasy and
Horror: H.P. Lovecraft, an extract of which appeared in The Arkbam Advertiser,
Volume 1, Issue 3 (circa 1993).

5 There is one postcard from Pyke to Lovecraft, dated March 1915, listed in the John
Hay Library collection at Brown University. My guess would be that it was kept as a
remembrance of the “prize” — Pyke confirming that he would become a member.



Lovecraft introduced Pyke to readers of his journal 7%e Conservative in

January 1916...
INTRODUCING MR JAMES PYKE

“Of the many gifted poets entering the United Amateur Press
Association during the present period of improved literary standards,
tew can bear comparison with the one who now makes his first
appearance in these pages, Mr. James T. Pyke of Riverside, East
Providence, R. I. Mr. Pyke is a gentleman blessed equally with the
advantages of highest culture and of highest intellectual
endowments. He is graduate both of Brown University and of
Andover Theological Seminary, having been Class Poet at the latter
institution. Upon his graduation from Andover, Mr. Pyke was
ordained to the Congregational ministry, to which profession he lent
all the remarkable genius with which favouring fortune has invested
him; but the tremendous strain of pastoral activity on a delicate
constitution at last proved excessive, and he has now retired to a
quiet life of letters, cultivating the Muses in his cottage at Riverside,
overlooking the sparkling reaches of Narragansett Bay.

The unusual modesty of Mr. Pyke has veiled a poetical genius
which will now blaze out all the more resplendently because of its
previous concealment.® His first efforts were made in boyhood, and
specimens written at the age of seventeen show all the inspiration
and polish to be expected from a man of mature years. But these
were no more than the faint promise of future excellence. His poems
of manhood are infinitely moving and beautiful. Nature, viewed
through the medium of his sonnets, takes on new and lovelier
aspects, whilst his longer poems cover every phase or human lire and
aspiration. 7he Conservative’s lines in the “United Official
Quarterly” for November, 1914,” were an endeavor to convey some

idea of their grace and loftiness. Mr. Pyke’s particular models in

6 He appears to have had the ‘gentleman poet’ outlook, of those who wrote for their
own pleasure and for the refinement of their own sensibilities, rather than publication.
7 A reproduction of which fronts this essay.



verse have ever been the New England poets, and to the classic
coterie of the preceding century he may be justly deemed a legitimate
successor. It is not often that an organisation of amateurs can boast
the membership of a genius of Mr. Pyke’s type and The Conservative
has scant need to say that he is vastly proud to have been the means
of bringing Mr. Pyke into his beloved United Amateur Press

. L. ”»
Association.

As a Brown graduate and local poet Pyke had obvious attributes that would
have attracted Lovecraft. But there were others: he had suffered from ill
health, as Lovecraft did as a youth; his father was born in England; he
graduated from Brown University with a firm Classical background in
English, Latin and Greek. And he was a clergyman, like Lovecraft’s
ancestors in England. Of the Rev. Pyke Lovecraft further noted...

“The most prominent recruit so far secured by this Committee is
Rev. James T. Pyke, of Riverside, R. 1., a poet who probably stands
unique amongst us in his excellence. His enrolment in the ranks is
perhaps our most considerable achievement up to date.” — from
“Report of First Vice-President”, November 1915.

“ James Tobey Pyke, a lyrical and philosophical poet of high
scholastic attainments, contributes two poems; “Maia”, and “The
Poet”. The latter is a stately sonnet, rich in material for reflection.
Such is the quality of Mr. Pyke’s work, that his occasional
contributions are ever to be acclaimed with the keenest interest and
appreciation.” — Lovecraft in The United Amateur, April 1916.
Reprinted in Writings in the United Amateur, 1915-1922.

James Tobey Pyke was born on 2™ December 1858 in Providence, the only
son of British-born Samuel Pyke (1830-1904) and his wife Eleanor Fish
Pyke (1834-1912). Samuel Pyke became a well-known shoe and boot shop
owner and sent his son to Brown University. James Tobey Pyke entered
Brown on a scholarship in 1876: The President’s Premium for Excellence in
Classical Studies for Greek, with the... “second premium to James T. Pyke...
in the University Grammar School”. In 1879, James Pyke won the State



Scholarship to Brown University and graduated in the B.A. degree class of
1880. Standing alongside him at the graduation was his future brother-in-
law, the Rev. Gibbs Braislin — who was to marry James’s sister Jennie
Collins Pyke, the only other surviving child of Samuel and Eleanor. Another
classmate from 1880 was Zechariah Chafee, Jr. (1859-1943) who would
champion the poetry of James T. Pyke after the latter’s demise. Three years
later, James T. Pyke obtained his M. A. degree from Brown University.

Pyke enrolled at the Andover Theological Seminary on 1% October 1883 in
Newton Centre, Massachusetts. On 17" October 1884, he accepted his call
as Pastor and was ordained a Minister of the Gospel and sent to Concord,
NH. There he was pastor of Congregational Churches in East Concord,
NH from 1883 to 1885. He was then sent to Lawrence, Massachusetts from
1887 to 1889. There his health broke down and this forced him to resign his
position at the East Congregational Church.

He left the active ministry to try to take up teaching, and in 1889/1890 was
an Assistant Instructor in the Preparatory Department for English and Latin
at Pennsylvania State College. But in 1890 he returned to Providence and

worked at his father’s shoe business® until his retirement.

After his father died in 1904, Pyke retired and by 1915 was residing in
Riverside, a section of East Providence, when Lovecraft solicited his poetry
tor The Conservative. James Tobey Pyke was listed in the Census as a
“roomer” in 1930° and he died in Providence nearly exactly two years before

Lovecraft. The notice of his death appeared in the Providence Journal on 18"
March 1935:"

“Rev. James Tobey Pyke, former Congregational minister, died at
the Rhode Island Hospital, Providence, March 16, 1935, after a

short illness.”

8 At 81 South Main St., Providence.

% There is also an address from around this time. The General Catalogue of Andover
Theological Seminary 1927 listed: James Tobey Pyke. Address 308 Benefit St., Providence,
R.I

10 "The Brown Alumni monthly ptinted the same notice.



Some weeks before he died, Pyke wrote to his classmate Zechariah Chafee:

ir. EZ. Chafes.
Jear Friend--

I wae sumevhot taken by surprise and did
rot regpond as I should have donme to your cheery
wiehes for & happry Hew Yeer. I now take the
apportunitiy to correct my gauckeric and to wish
you the same in full measure.

How varicuely are we cofipensated! I am
free virtusily from ell buasineeps coneern which my
condition dn any event would sezreely suffer me Lo
underge, while you whe keep up with the times with
comparstively &0 much of egontinuing youthful Tigor
hava plenty of btuairesp sare and pressure;} for
codding Street would hardly be itself without The
Builders Iron Foundry, aend I aften recall how |
Irea. Yeunae at cne of the elass reanions referred
at the time in some reference to your elags Bervices
to the exscting conditions of such a big plant, and
you were young ihen to have Buch care CONE UpOn Fou;
bub it must be a grest satlefaction to you 4o think
how you were able to adapt yourself to the load and
10 maintain such measuree of healih and strength
through sll these years.

But the lot of life witk mll its restric-
ilong on all humen powers =nd procpects never lets
ug g0 unscathed but with all the benevelence of
compengations ghapes us on many a potter's wheel
of trial,

Fut withk each Wew Year we think upon our
mereies and 1ift vp our heartis with renewed cheer.
We like to think of all our friends as in & con-
epiracy of beautiful silence ag to a asort of Jobean
gtorm that eo often beats upoa our human bearts
that perchance may not aggravate the mists of scrrow,
F0 Herven iteelfl eeemp divinely silent in the regpect
af any outwsrd expression, and the more we reconclie
oureslves to the Divine order the more we feel ihe
Liwine ponsigtency of that intimate snd inwardly
experienced gillence which breatkbes of the fullness
of Immortality. That is & great 'idesl Tor finite
deliverance but in the reaching towsrds it there iz
penoe;

ginmercely yours

. Tae Pyke T80
Jan. 4, 1935
Frov. R.I.



After Pyke’s death, Zeachariah Chafee sent the following two letters to

Gibbs Braislin concerning his friend’s poetry:'!

My dear Gibba:

I wag with your son end your daughter-
in-law, Iena, Perry &nd Angell, Judge GOrbhom =pnd oneg
ar twe others at Pyde'las fumersl yesterdey, ané after
the pervise your aomn andi your dspghter-in-lasw came
to our office and l=ier te szupper with me.

fe had = good talk, and I ‘enjoyed hear-
ing about you; snd learnipng Lhrougn them goms Lhingse
I hed aot Enown aboud Byke, ilocluddng Lis contlinged
inverest in writing poetry. I gm pure the 1lbrary
would Iike %o have somz of these posma for the Havris
Collection, and I would 1ike %o have one or btwo that
you think typical for sur Class records.

I sghowed your sor the laist letter X
recelved from ByEe 2nd he folt +haf 1% would be of
interezet 18 you. B0 I Gm enelosing o copy herewith,
Fe also g=id thet he would aak you to write for ike
Clasg ths noties about Pyke which pan be sent to the
Clags. You are ofter in oy thougsts wnd always to
my happiness.

Eineerely youre,

£A ab
A --f—u
/ .'

¥arch 18th 1935

11 The second and third letters imply that Pyke’s unpublished work may just have found
its way into what by the 1970s was called the “Harris collection of American poetry and
plays, Brown University Library, Providence, Rhode Island”, for which a thirteen
volume catalog was made in 1972.



. THARKE e E
8 CoOOKE ATECEY
RROwTOERCE M |

Doar Giwbe:

Yo will be interepted to know
that I have hed gquite s long talk with
ihe Librariem mt our sellege abowt Prke's
poetry, and he expresses the desire to
have for the Harris Collection all of the
eriginaleo- that you have or the cepiss of
such &8 you do net care itc part with.

Egopman, tee, you will be pleascd
to know, expressed & very groat admiratien
for the poesme whien I sent him and depirea
te see more of thope wriitten by Pyke,

It is a surieus thluog thaet I never
suspected he wes giving B0 muck thouwght and
time %o poetry., I kpew he had written
gome verpey for sems of our plass reuniong,
but a8 that is oot very uneommen throughout
the eless I had net thought further sbout
Tyke's interést im peesry. Tou ean look
over what you bave at jour convenience and
will upe your Jjudgment about the Harrle
Colleciion.

There are & goed manoy thinge I want,
10 write abeut, but just these weeks I seem
te feel & little short of time. So, with
oy very beat wighesy, I am

Affectionately yours,

April Bth 1335. { E i

My thanks to Randy Everts for allowing his essay to be published for the first
time on my Tentaclii blog. Published 16™ July 2014, on the Tentaclii blog at

www.tentaclii.wordpress.com




