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James Guinane (1925-2007):   

 

From an obituary printed in The Fossil #336: 

“He was employed from age 16 at the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission [the Australian equivalent 
of the BBC] as a cadet journalist.  At eighteen he 
joined the Royal Australian Air Force and graduated 
as a pilot with the rank of Flight-Sergeant.  The 
Second World War ended before he was sent overseas 
and he immediately returned to the A.B.C.  In 1947 
he was transferred to Tasmania [a large isolated 
island off the coast of Australia] to work and it 
was here that he met Norma, who was a typist in the 
News Department. They were married two years later. 
Jim remained with the A.B.C. until he retired. He 
was a man who loved what he did for a �living - 
being a reporter. He rose through the ranks and 
when he retired was News Editor for the A.B.C. in 
Tasmania.” 
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The printing seems a little off register 
here.  The correct opening page reads as 
follows: 

 

THE sad years have been with us in 
amateur journalism.  We have lost many 
who used once to take exercise with us.  
Had we been running a gay dance we should 
expect pay for the piping, and it may be 
the price extracted would have been the 
taking of some of our leaders.  But we 
have been a moribund bunch, little 
inclined to dance, it seems hard that we 
should have pay the piper nonetheless.  
Ernest Edkins and Tim Thrift cost dear.  
It is true they were old enough to die: 
Ernest Edkins wrote his final message to 
amateurdom: “At last I have reached 
journey's end.” So it was futile to 
bewail, their loss. But more recently we 
have had to give up one whom we had every 
right to expect would be with us for many 
more years, and the feeling is one of 
despair.  Rheinhart Kleiner died at the 
age of 56, and left the amateur 
fraternity a sore and disappointed group. 

 

Ernest Edkins was an American amateur journalist 
and Lovecraft correspondent.  Lovecraft admired 
some of his weird verse, and lured him back into 
amateurdom after a lapse.  See his entry in An H.P. 
Lovecraft Encyclopedia. 

 

Tim Thrift was a long-standing amateur journalist 
from Cleveland, Ohio.  The Fossil wrote of him… “in 
1902 Timothy B. Thrift began the publication of the 
Black Book and the Lucky Dog, noted for their 
unique and beautiful typography”. 
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Rheinhart Kleiner (1892–1949) died while living at 
222 Demott Avenue, according to the New York Times.  
H.P. Lovecraft lost touch with Kleiner from the end 
of Lovecraft’s New York period through to 1936-37 
(although Lovecraft did encounter him, as part of 
groups, on some of his New York visits in the 
1930s). One reason for this might be that RK 
appears to have been active in hardline communist 
circles in New York during at least the later part 
of that period, a member of “Unit 36-S” of the New 
Deal’s Federal Writers’ Project.  The New York City 
FWP was a body set up in 1934/5 and it was swiftly 
infested with bickering communist and socialist 
sects (seemingly to the detriment at that time of 
fellow Kalem member Arthur Leeds — see the chapter 
on Leeds in my latest book).  Perhaps of relevance 
to this discovery is that fellow Kalem member 
George Kirk’s Chelsea Book Shop in New York was 
also cited in the official record as having been 
one of… “the two official book shops of the 
Communist party of the United States”.  Possibly 
the apparent involvement or at least ‘fellow 
travelling’ of Kleiner and Kirk in hard-left New 
York politics meant that their doctrinaire ideas 
were not palatable to Lovecraft? 

 

   By “personal contact” Guinane might be implying  
that he once met RK face to face, which would imply 
a trip from Ausatralia to the east coast of 
America.  Guinane was a young Australian amateur 
journalist (Churingas) and reporter on the remote 
island of Tasmania.  There is a mention of “half an 
hour silently shared in his library” but since 
Guinane gives no firm details of a meeting we 
should probably assume that he knew RK by 
correspondence and from reading his articles and 
amateur publications. 
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Here Guinane does not mention letters from RK, 
perhaps suggesting that he was not actually a 
correspondent? 
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Edward Harold Cole (1892-1966) of Boston, a long-
time amateur journalism friend of Lovecraft, who… 
“frequently visited Cole in the Boston area in the 
1920s and 1930s” (An H.P. Lovecraft Encyclopedia).  
Cole and Lovecraft corresponded from 1914 onwards. 

 

Ernest A. Edkins: A memoir, by Rheinhart Kleiner 
and Edward H. Cole.  Oakwood Press, Newtonville, 
Mass., 1947.  28 pages.  Reprinted in The Fossil 
#328. 

 

 



13 

  



14 

 

The sentiment that RK was a “sincere amateur” was 
one echoed by Lovecraft and the Kalems when they 
knew him in New York.  On this see Lovecraft’s 
Letters from New York and Kirk’s diary in 
Lovecraft’s New York Circle. 

 

Guinane here perhaps echoes Lovecraft’s own distain 
for learning the profession of a man, preferring to 
learn something of the man’s interior life instead. 
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“Recorder for Chester township in New Jersey”.  
This is Chester Township, Morris, NJ.  RK was 
living there, single, on the 1940 Census.  Recorder 
perhaps meant a court of justice recorder? 

 

Jitterbugging: a type of 20th century popular dance. 
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I have been unable to discover when National 
Amateur Press Association (NAPA) proposed raising 
its dues to $5.  $5 in 1940 would be the equivalent 
of about $85 today.  From the perspective of 
today’s recession, once can see how a sum of $85 a 
year might have caused a pause for thought in 
someone who had struggled through the great 
depression. 
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James Ferdinand Morton, Jr. (1870-1941).  See his 
Wikipedia page and entry in An H.P. Lovecraft 
Encyclopedia. 
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Robert Holman, official editor of The National 
Amateur in the early 1940s. 

 

Guinane here refers to RK’s memoirs of life with 
the Kalems in New York.  So far as I know he left 
no memoirs of his time with the communists in “Unit 
36-S” of the New Deal’s Federal Writers’ Project in 
New York in the late 1930s. 
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Charles Lamb: late 18th century British essayist and 
writer for children. 

 

Robert Louis Stevenson: Scottish writer of 
adventure novels and travel books. 

 

Here Guinane presumably draws on RK’s memoirs of 
his early reading matter in Burrowings of An Old 
Bookworm.  This c.1946 volume is one of the curious 
mysteries of Kleiner’s later years.  It is not 
currently on any bibliographic databases. 
Imprimatur (Vol.1, 1-3, p.31) noted of Paul W. 
Cook’s Vermont little magazine The Ghost… 

   “The fourth number (July 1946) is entirely 
devoted to Burrowings of an Old Bookworm by 
Rheinhart Kleiner.” 

Burrowings was apparently… “a long bookish memoir 
largely devoted to popular fiction he read during 
his boyhood” (from L.W. Currey’s description of The 
Ghost). Burrowings is also mentioned in Rheinhart 
Kleiner’s death notice in Wilson Library Bulletin, 
1949… 

   “Rheinhart Kleiner, trade writer; at 
Clifton, New Jersey; after a long illness; 
fifty-six. Well known in his field in England 
and Australia as well as in the United States, 
his latest book was Burrowings of an Old 
Bookworm.” 

My suspicion would be that Burrowings may have been 
a circulated typescript memoir in carbon, rather 
than an actual book?  Or perhaps printed in part in 
The Ghost?  I guess an inspection of The Ghost, 
currently available from L.W. Currey for $150, 
could yield more precise details. 

 

 

Typical boys books of the time are cited by 
Guinane: by Dickens; Rider Haggard; re-told tales 
from Arthurian and early medieval British folklore; 
Conan Doyle’s Holmes series; and E. W. Hornung 
(Doyle’s brother-in-law, creator of Raffles 
series). 
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The Love Affairs of a Bibliomaniac: The Writings in 
Prose and Verse of Eugene Field. 

 

Literary Friends and Acquaintances, by William Dean 
Howells. 

 

Memoirs of My Dead Life, by George Moore. 

 

Essays of Elia, by Charles Lamb. 

 

 

See previous page for details of The Ghost. 
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The artistic use of mid 20th century mimeographing 
on show here earned plaudits from American 
amateurs… 

   “American amateurs receiving it can recall 
nothing to equal it in the artistic use of 
mimeographing … Forty-six pages of Guinane’s 
polished prose are divided into nine chapters 
on various phases of Kleiner’s personality and 
literary output.” 
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Kleiner famously engaged in “duels” with Lovecraft 
in the form of light verse.  This was verse on 
subjects such as silent movie stars and skyscraper 
char-ladies that captured some of the mood and 
details of early 20th century modernity. These are 
collected toward the end of the book Letters to 
Rheinhart Kleiner (2005). 
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RK’s poetry appears to have remained uncollected in 
a single volume to date, other than the poems 
relating to H.P. Lovecraft.  Selections can be 
found in Letters to Rheinhart Kleiner (2005) and 
Lovecraft's New York Circle: The Kalem Club, 1924-
1927 (2006).  RK’s poems can also be found in his 
small press editions from the 1930s and 40s, such 
as Pegasus in Pasture. 
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Austin Dobson: British poet and essayist. 

 

Andrew Lang, Scottish poet, novelist, and 
anthropologist. 

 

Frederick Locker-Lampson: British poet and book 
collector. 

 

These names, and those of RK’s boyhood reading, 
appear to indicate a strong preference for British 
authors and culture, something that would have 
endeared RK to an arch Anglophile like Lovecraft. 
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RK’s fondness for his tobacco was commented on by 
the Kalems – at the time of the Kalem Club he 
appears to have used tobacco snuff liberally. 
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Edna Hyde McDonald (Vondy), said to be one of 
“amateur journalism's all-time greats”. 
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“Elia’s page”: Essays of Elia, by Charles Lamb. 

 

 

The Aonian: “THE AONIAN of Tim Thrift and E. A. 
Edkins”.  The Winter 1943 issue ran Lovecraft’s 
“The Cats of Ulthar”. 
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Elia: Essays of Elia, by Charles Lamb.   

 

Edmonton, north of London, England.  Burial place 
of Charles Lamb. 
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Ernest Edkins was an American amateur journalist 
and Lovecraft correspondent.  Lovecraft admired 
some of his weird verse, and lured him back into 
amateurdom after a lapse.  See his entry in An H.P. 
Lovecraft Encyclopedia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H. P. L. 
You sit among us when we pour the wine  

And read the lyric or intone the song, 

When melody and mirth the hours prolong  

And talk is fervent and our faces shine; 

Shedding a glory or a spell benign  

Among the fancies that about us throng, 

Your presence seems as certain and as strong  

As if your voice had called, or you had made a sign!  

We speak of you and what you felt or thought; 

We quote you as we might some friend away, 

And chuckle at some foible all your own; 

So vividly and variously you wrought  

Your magic in our pliant hearts, that they  

Hold warm a name now chiseled on a stone! 
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In the “last few years of his life”, RK married 
fellow amateur Ruth Pietchman (b. 1893). 
 

His “frequent articles” in the amateur press appear 
to have so far been uncollected.  One wonders if 
some of them may have had memories of Lovecraft and 
his circle in the 1920s? 



55 

  



56 

 

“cerebral haemorrage”: a stroke. 
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The Feather Duster was an amateur magazine 
published by Charles R. King, M.D.  The Fossil 
calls it an “outstanding publication” and elsewhere 
it was called “an ideal little amateur paper”. 
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Guinane here implies that he has read right through 
the mysterious Burrowings of An Old Bookworm.  His 
placing it in quote marks seems to suggest an essay 
rather than a book? 
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“Bureau of Critics”: regular section in the 
official publication of the National Amateur Press 
Association.  The Bureau has an entry in An H.P. 
Lovecraft Encyclopedia. 



65 

  



66 

 

“emery wheel”: wheel covered with fine abrasive 
emery particles, used for polishing. 
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Lovecraft had a liking for writers who had a 
genuine simplicity which had the strength to stand 
apart from “wordly affectation”.  For example, 
Everett McNeil, Arthur Goodenough, and a number of 
others. 
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"Mendham Hills": Hathi indicates that this may have 
appeared in The Smith alumnae quarterly, v.32-34 
1940-1943.  However, Hathi access to this is not 
full-text.  If the poem did appear there, it might 
indicate that RK had once attended Smith College, 
Northampton, Massachusetts. 

 

The Mendham Hills are at Chester, NJ.  They now 
form a cluster of wooded nature reserves, and are 
located some 10 miles NW of Elizabethtown, New 
Jersey.  The Mendham Hills looks like a delightful 
walking area. 

 

RK was once the editor of The Paterson Rambling 
Club official journal, and seems to have taken to 
hiking toward the end of his period with the 
Kalems.  Lovecraft, Morton, Dench, and occasionally 
Kirk, were known to have rambled with The Paterson 
Rambling Club.  For more on the Club see :  Country 
Walks in Many Fields; Being Certain Choice Annals 
of The Paterson Rambling Club (1934). 
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“Chloe”: Ancient Greek - Demeter, goddess of 
fertility. 
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“Rake”: a somewhat amoral, upper-class gentleman 
given to fine clothes and dalliances. 

 

“Chowdering”: chowder is a seafood stew. 

 

Pegasus in Pasture: Latter-day Limpings of a Light 
Versifier, with Some Callow Cavortings from More 
Coltish Days (date?).  Reprinted from The Ghost 
(Spring 1948) by W. Paul Cook, at the Driftwind 
Press, Montpelier, Vermont.  16 pages.  One of 
several small-press collections of RK’s poetry 
during the 1930s and 40s. 
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“Sloppy garments”: one wonders if Guinane has seen 
a late photo of RK, now lost? 

 

“Causeries”: refers to “a literary style of short 
informal essays mostly unknown in the English-
speaking world.” 

 

The Feather Duster was an amateur magazine 
published by Charles R. King, M.D.  The Fossil 
calls it an “outstanding publication” and elsewhere 
it was called “an ideal little amateur paper”. 
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“Alexander Zimmermann”: appears to be unknown to 
the historical record, although I found just one 
mention of an Austrian composer of that name. 
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“Burton Crane”:  He published the little journal 
Masaka, and appears to have been a playwright in 
the 1920s.  “In recent years Burton Crane has sent 
forth Masaka from Elizabeth [New Jersey]” said The 
History of Amateur Journalism (1957), but it 
appears to have been produced from the early 1940s 
if not earlier.  Since some issues of the Masaka 
are recorded as being issued from Tokyo he was very 
probably the same Burton Crane who was a financial 
staff writer for the New York Times after 1937, 
then New York Times and Mutual Network radio 
network correspondent in Tokyo during the 
occupation. He bravely spoke out against socialist 
purges of businessmen in post-war Japan (see: 
Unfinished Business, Harvard University, p.194) 
which he saw as a key factor crippling the economic 
reconstruction there.  On his experiences of Japan 
see: Burton Crane, "The Reminiscences of Burton 
Crane", New York: Oral History Research Office, 
Columbia University, 1961.  Crane died in 1963.   
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