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Whitman Bailey (1884-1954)
was the son of the Providence

naturalist William Whitman Bailey
(1843-1914) of Brown University. i ~ ’;'
The younger Whitman grew up in e S0 '
Providence and then attended the art
school of Howard Pyle in Delaware.

From there he went to work as a
jobbing portraitist on the streets of
Brooklyn before taking a one-year
finishing course at the Pratt Institute.

He returned to Providence in 1914
and spent nine years working as an
illustrator for Rhode Island
newspapers and magazines.

The selection here presented in this
new compilation is drawn from the
war years, and a single magazine.

As such the pictures probably
represent only a small part of his
Rhode Island output.

He moved away in 1924 and the bulk
of his life’s work was instead
dedicated to depicting Stamford,
where he submitted weekly drawings
to the local newspaper for some thirty - R
years. These Stamford pictures are
now held by the Marcus Research L A VG :
Library at Stamford. ( OF /) T
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It is to be hoped that this small insight
into his Providence work — created iz £
because he depicted many scenes and 7 LY
places known to H.P. Lovecraft —

may help to spur local historians to

seek out and properly publish much

more of his Rhode Island work.

May 2019.



CITY'S OLDEST BURYING GROUND,

Few realize as they pass St. John's Church that back of it rest the dead
of a century ago,

AN ANCIENT DOORWAY—COLLEGE STREET.



FORMER HOMES OF LEADING PROVIDENCE PEOPLE.
It was here that our pioneer merchants lived and catered to retail trade
;Zve]r]ybody did business on “Cheapside” and many had stores under their
wellings,
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PROVIDENCE HARBOR BY MOOXNLIGIT,.

Mr. Bailey made this sketch from a building looking over Wickenden
strect, amd thus gives a new view of an old scene,

NIGITT VIEW IFROM THE POINT STRE BRIDGE,

Dirawn by Whitman DBailey.
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PROVIDENCE MARINE CORPS OF ARTILLERY ARSENAL—I1840.

This building was erected by the members of the organization, but delivered to the state, which paid off an
indebtedness and gave the organization a 1000-year lease at the rate of six and one-quarter cents a year, In this

arsenal was enlisted the most famous light batteries in the Civil War.
house of the “Mother Battery.”
ous 26th Division, A. M. E. F.

The building is designated as the brooder

It placed men in the field in 1861-65, 1898, and in France as a part of the glori-
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THE FEDERAL BUILDING OF THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY.

Fronting on South Main street, it extended to the west area of the
I'rovidence County Court Hounse, Common Pleas Court sat here dating
from about 1872,
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THE ONLY SURVIVOR OF OLD PPROVIDENCE THEATRES.

“In the summer of 1857 a dramatic company, under the direction of
Ceorge L Griflith, endeavored to malotain vandeville performances in a
sl wooden building on the corner of I'ine and Orange streets, but
after a few weeks of experiment the doors were closed, and the com-
puny  disbanded.”'—IHistory of the Providence Stage.
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THE ANCIENT ROOKERIES OF WELL STREET,

Mellowed by

they dellght the vis'tor

some falling in,
with their pleturesquencss,

deerepid,

yenrs,



TIHE ROOFS AND CIHIMNEYS OF HARDING'S ALLEY AT soUTII
MAIN STREET,
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ERSTWHILE JENKINS' LANE, NOW HARDING'S ALLEY.

The building projecting into the passageway was fully as consplenons and
obtrusive a century and a quarter ago.
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SOUTH I‘I‘J\IN STREET'S WONDERFUL BACKYARDS,

This group of houses, reen from Power street, presents an Old London
aspect,  Note the odd architecturnl features,
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OLD SOUTH MAIN STREET.
The Cooke lhouse, Providence Institution for Savings and Providence
Bank on the right, near by. Farther along is the house of Revolullonary

General Barton. Showing light in the distanee ave the old Franklin
House and new People's Savings Dank building,
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LOOKING DOWN FROM PPROSIPECT TERRACE.

The view fromn the vantage point of this little park is always fasel-
nating in the contrast of the little gronp of anecient buildings at fts
huse with the activities of the civie center and the business district just
heyond,
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OLD “CHEAPSIDE"” AND MARKET SQUARE.

Formerly the retall business center of the town. Mr. Bailey’s draw-
ing, looking from the corner of College street, shows the old Franklin
Honse on the right, and the Chamber of Commerce, O Market [onuse,"”
on the left, The bullding in the center, though shockingly distigured by
billbonrds, Is an Interesting example of early business architectnre,
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OUNE OF TIHE QUAINT CORNERS,
North Main and Cuady streets bullding dates back to Old Towne street
activities,

CRAWEFORD STREET BRIDGE,

The hemd of navigation as seen at South Water street.
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MARKET SQUARE AS SEEN FROM OHAMBER OF COMMERCE WINDOWS,

ixture of old and new architecture, with a skyline made by tall office buildings. These apparently block all travel
Themw::t;l:r;.l tglﬁutvholsnilsso:ly :n optical delusion, for Market square I8 the front doorway of the banking and retail districts of Providence.
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MARKET SQUARE DURING THE DECEMBER SNOW STORM.

MARKET SQUARE ON A RAINY DAY,
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DYER STREET, FROM MARKET SQUARE.

Mr. Dalley's drawing gives some suggestion of the condition of this brond thoronghfare during the forenoon of a comparatively quiet day,
One or two attempts to drive through the maze of freight cars, motor-trucks amd merchandise movers will convinee the ordinary citizen that the
new miarket district 8 necesaary for pulil’e convenience and the economic hamllirg of all froit prodoets,
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CANAL STREET—-CENTER OF TIIE PRODUCE AND FRUIT TRADE,

As on Dyer and South Water streets, the existing facilities have long been outgrown and the conditions under which business is conducted
are most unsatisfactory. The proposed removal of this business to the new location, west of Gaspee street, would he greatly conduclve to scien-
titie eficiency and allow use of this street for new purposes more appropriate to its location,
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THE “GREAT BRIDGE™ AND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BUILDING.

The historie **Market House,”' Duilt in 1773, rejoices in the recent
rewwoval of the mud-colored paint from [ts fine old brickwork amd the
restoration of Its balustrade and once more presents a distinguished and
attractive appearnnce, alike in keeping with its Colonial origin and pres-
ent purposes.  Originally  built  from the proceeds of a town lottery ns
a market building for the village of Providence, It later acquired dignity
ws a4 town and eity hall, When the elty’s business had outgrown the
aceommo lntions of the second foor, the market was abolished and the
clty cecupied the whale Imitding wntil 1875, A tablet on the west end
commenwrates the burnirg of British taxed tea, March 2, 1775, while
apother tablet tells of the boilding of the third story in 1797 by St
John's Lodge, No, 1, F. and A, M., and of the masonic bodies that foumd
# home thereln. As the home of the Providence Chamber of Commeree,
the structure still malntains its character of clvie uscfulness,
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CITY WOOD-YARD IN FRONT OF STATE HOUSE, 1901,
One of the most lmportant enterprigses after reorganization of the
Park Association was to secure the dedieation of this land as a publie
garden,

OYSTER BOATS,
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NTRAL POWER STATION OF THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC LIGIHTING COMPPANY AS SEEN FROM POINT STREET RRIDGE,

This great power house, which now develops 57,000 horse-power, and is soon to have its eapacity increased by 60,000 horse-power addi-
tional, Is & conspicuous object on the harbor front. md at night suggests an imposing exposition building., By a reciprocal arrangement with the
Connecticut River Power Company, current will be genemted at this station, not only for the city of 1 e and other places in Rhode
Islund, but will be carried across Massachusetts and into New Hampsbire and Vermont, while power from New England’s greatest river may e
aperated from the oppos’te divection whenever occasion demands.  The lighting capucity of

whole city of New York except during the very honsiest hours, and the power Is gre
falls of America,

thix one station is greater than s required by the
than that developed by most of the famous water-
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SOUTH WATER STREET AND INFANTRY HALIL TOWER,
Tuhe fioteresting row of old BEast Imdia warehouses furnish

some accomodations for the modern produce dealers,
afflieted this district

The plugue of sky signs which
several years ngo has been very much diminished.
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CONSTITUTION

One of the most pleturesque foreign quarters in the eity,
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AN UNUSUAL VIEW OF CANAL STREET.
Ol freight station on the left. The viaduct leading to tuunel just ahead,

THE CANAL STREET FREIGIIT STATION,
Not Many IMays Like This,



Copyright by Livermore & Knight Co. Courtesy of Natlonal Exchange DBank.
DPEPARTMENT STORE .DISTRICT, WESTMINSTER STREET,

“In the retall district, centering in Westminster and Weybosset streets, and within short distances of each other, are some of the largest and
best equipped department and specialty stores to be found anywhere outside the two or three largest cities in the country.” Part of the Bedell
store front Is seen at extreme right., The Callender, McAuslan & Troup Co.. with the two ornate porticos, extends beyond to Union street. The
next bloek is oceupied by the Shepard Company, followed by the Cherry & Webb building and the Gladding Dry Goods Company, In the fore-
ground at the left Is the Alice building of the Dimond Company.
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THE RHODE ISLAND HOSPITAL
A Gllmpse from the Edge of the Lake.



“THE BAPTIST CATHEDRAL OF AMERICA.”

The first Baptist Meeting-House, built in 1774, is one of the noblest works of
architecture in America of any period. Its plan was drawn by James Gibbs, as one ol
three alternate plans for the Church of St Martin's-in-the-Fields, London., Gibbs was one
of Sir Christopher Wren's chiei successors. Joseph Brown and James Sumner were the
architects who adapted the plans and saw to the execution.
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SIMAKESPEARE'S HHEAD IN GAOL LANE (NOW 21 MEETING STREET).

“The printing-office, post-office and residence of John Carter, where the
Providence Guzette was printed after 1772, The house beyond is that of
his brother-in-law, Captain John Updike, DBoth men were of that assert-
ive type of echaracter which rvather courts than avolds the candid ex-
pression of any difference of opinion, It is not surprising, therefore, that
when Captain Upilike rvented his empty shop to a rival printer, Mr.
Carter's emphatic protests amd the lively rejoiners from the cuptain re-
sulted in o tempest which made the peighborhood teapot an interesting
theme of discussion,

slohn Carter's *Sign of Shakespeare’s Head' topped a post some six or
eight feet in helght, which stood before the house, and aymbolized the
treasures of literature to he found within"

i(IFrom *P'rovidence in Colonlal Times."")
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PROVIDENCE ATHENAEUM-—EXCEPTIONALLY FINE LIBRARY WITH RARE ART COLLECTION.



KEITH'S PTOPULAR THEATRE,

Formerly Low's Opern House, Home of high-
grade vaudeville in the winter and of the cele-
brated Albee Stock Company in the summer sea-
801N,
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The Providence Cpera House through all its years, with the exception of the first
two, during which the never-to-be-forgotten stock company occupied the boards,
has maintained an unchanged policy in the presentation of the highest grades
of attractions : and, in spite of its nearly half-century of brilliant history, which
already exceeds the lifetime of any other playhouse that ever existed in Prov-
idence, it still remains the leading playhouse of the city for such attractions.
Like the old Providence Theatre of earlier date, it was built by a company
of public-spirited citizens, to satisfy an artistic need of the community. Perfect
in acoustics, so that the veriest whisper can be heard throughout the auditorium,
and with *sight lines” and seating plan equaled by but few modern theatres,
it has retained its place in popular favor, while its ample stage
has welcomed most of the notable productions that
have dignified the American drama for
more than two generations.
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THE GROTTO IN BLACKSTONE PARK.
The Seekonk river is seen in the distance,



OST thou remember that Autumnal day
When by the Seekonk’s lonely wave we stood
And marked the languor of repose that lay
Softer than sleep, on valley, wave, and wood?

A trance of holy sadness seemed to lull

The charmed earth and circumambient air,—
And the lowe murmur of the leaves seemed full
Of a resigned and passionless desbair.

E? Though the wwcarm breath of summer lingered still—

oY (S In the lone paths where late her footsteps passed,
E’: '?’. A The palled star-flowvers on the parple hill
i (14 ‘ Sighed dreamily, “We are the last! the last!”

b v
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I stood beside thee, and a dream of heaten
Yz, Around me like a golden halo fell!
Then the bright ceil of fantasy wwas riven
And my lips murmured, *“Fare thee well!'—farewell!”

AUTUMN BY THE SEEKONK I dared not listen to thy words, nor turn
A Poewm, By To meet the mystic language of thine eyes,
SARAH HELEN WHITMAN I only felt their potwer, and in the urn

September, 1849 Of memory, treasured their sweet rhapsodics.
o = = &

We parted then, forever—and the hours

Of that bright day were gathered to the pust,—

But, through long wointry nights, I heard the flowers
Sigh dreamily, “We are the last!—the last!”



AT THE EDGE OF THE LAKE—-ROGER WILLIAMS PARK.

I'lenty of seats for the multitude, in all the outlying parks, but curiously
enongh, not one for the weary visltor do.n town,
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CHURCHYARD  OIF ST, JOIN'S (FORMERLY KING'S) CHURCH,
BUILT 1810.

As it ostill exists, in the midst of one of the most congested sections of
P'rovidence,



Courtesy Pawtucket Eveming Times.
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Courtesy of the Pawtucket Thnes.

THE OLID» SLATER MILL AT PAWTUCKET.



PAWTUXET COVE AXND LBROAD STHREET BRIDGE,

town of Providence. Return by way of Sheldon street past Paw-
tuxet Cove to Pawturxet River stone bridge, and Fafls, (Pawtuxct
Falls Park 11.8 acres); then north 4 blocks and through Rhodes - :
place to Rhodes-on-the-Pawinyet: returning to Broad street, (three - 7 : ' e
miles in all), take car to city, or get oul at Roger Williams Park, - g ! - ¥ -
walk through park (1 mile) to Elmwood avenue, past Nafural Fis- 2 :

tory Muscum, the north lake, Betsy Willimns Cottage, Casino,

Roger Williams Monuwment, and take Flmwood avenue car to city.

(About 3 hours’ trip.)
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A VIEW IN “SCALLOP TOWN."

East Greenwich, otherwise a beautiful town, has not yet grasped the possibilities of its water-front,



NOT A JUMPING OFF PLACE.

This is the beach at Sakonnet, and beyond Old Ocean is tumbling to make big
surf run in.
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